
Vikramjit Singh Sahney was 
part of the prestigious 
de legat ion headed by 
Hon’ble President of India, 
Smt. Pratibha Devi Singh 
Patil on October 29, 2009 
that took part in the Queen’s 
Baton handing over cere-
mony for the 2010 Common-
wealth Games to be held in 
India. A delightful Indian 
aroma wafted across the 
Buckingham Palace as Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
launched the Queen’s Baton 
Relay 2010  by placing her 
message to the athletes in a 
handcrafted baton and 
handed it over to the President of India 
hon'ble Smt. Pratibha Devi Singh Patil.  The 
singing of ‘Jana Gana Mana’  amidst ritual 
blowing of conches created an auspicious 
atmosphere and had a mesmerizing effect 
on all.

A brief but delightful Indian cultural 
pageant – presented by a combination of 
British Asians and locals – preceded the 
formal ceremony in the packed forecourt of 
the Buckingham Palace. The President of 
India handed over the baton to Dr. M.S. Gill, 
Union Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports, who 

in turn passed it on to the Chairman, CWG 
Organising Committee, Sh. Suresh Kalmadi.  
The Chairman proudly entrusted the baton to 
first torch bearer, Abhinav Bindra who took 
the first lap of the baton’s long journey 
traversing over countries & continents to 
reach India later in year 2010 for 
commencement of the games.  One thing is 
for sure - the memories of the launch on 
October 29, 2009 will remain embedded in 
our minds and hearts.  

1

N E W S L E T T E R
ISSUE 1, 2009

Compassion is the most powerful 
weapon to change the world.

Dr. M.S. Gill & Vikramjit Sahney alongwith Bhangra troupe 
outside the Buckingham Palace 

VIKRAMJIT SINGH SAHNEY

Sh. 
introducing Vikramjit S. Sahney to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, U.K.; in the 
presence of (L to R) Mike Fennell, President, Commonwealth Games 
Federation; H.E. Mrs. Pratibha Devi Singh Patil, President of India; Dr. M.S. Gill, 
Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports

Suresh Kalmadi (partially hidden), Chairman, Commonwealth Games 2010, 

Vikramjit S. Sahney holding the Baton along 
with Suresh Kalmadi, Atul Singh, Vijender Singh 
& Sania Mirza

QUEEN’S BATON HANDING OVER CEREMONY
CURTAIN RAISER TO 2010 DELHI COMMONWEALTH GAMES
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FELICITATIONS – HON'BLE MRS. MAITE NKOANA MASHABANE
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & COOPERATION, SOUTH AFRICA

Amidst cheers & applause from a 
distinguished gathering that included 
over 66 Heads of Missions of South Africa 
based in various countries, Vikramjit 
Singh Sahney felicitated Mrs. Maite 
Nkoana-Mashabane, the Hon’ble 
Minister of International Relations & 
Cooperation, South Africa in a splendid 
dinner reception at Hotel Taj Palace, New 
Delhi on 14th November 2009.  The event 
had the patronage of South Africa High 
Commission, New Delhi under the aegis 
of the High Commissioner, H.E., Francis 
Moloi.

The occasion was marked by participation 
of several Ministers of Govt. of India & 
Members of Parliament including Dr. M.S. 
Gill, Ms. Najma Heptulla, Sh. Amar 
Singh to name a few. There  was also 
strong participation from over 21 Heads 
of Missions of African countries in New 
Delhi.  The highlight of the felicitation was garlanding ceremony of the Hon’ble Minister, Mrs. Mashabane with 

traditional garland amid sentiments that her 
popularity, persona & aura may stretch 
beyond boundaries of imagination.

While thanking the distinguished gathering, 
Vikramjit Sahney expressed his sentiment, “Let 
us interact and work together for a 
f lour ish ing,  deep and ever last ing 
relationship of healthy partnership between 
both Nations.  Together we will succeed. As, 
together we were victorious yesterday 
against colonialism, apartheid, racism and 
injustice, today nothing will prevent India 

and Africa to succeed on strategic 
partnership in this 21st Century.”

H.E. Maite N. Mashabane being garlanded by Vikramjit Sahney & H.E. Francis Moloi, 
High Commissioner, South Africa in New Delhi.

Vikramjit Sahney addressing the gathering where H.E. Francis Maloi; D.G., Heads of 
Missions, New Delhi; H.E. Madame Mashabane; Dr. Gill; Amar Singh, M.P. & Nazma 
Heptullah, M.P, are all ears.

VIKRAMJIT SINGH SAHNEY NOMINATED 
CO-CHAIRMAN OF BUSINESS CLUB OF INDIA 

Vikramjit Sahney was nominated the Co-Chairman 
of Commonwealth Business Club of India (CBCI) 
on September 22, 2009.  CBCI has been set up with 
joint initiative of Organizing Committee of 
Commonwealth Games 2010 & Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI).  
The objective of CBCI is to encourage and support 
trade, business and investment as well as 
marketing & promotion of sports & sports industry 
on the sidelines of Commonwealth Games within 
the commonwealth countries and beyond. 

With proactive approach of Vikramjit Singh Sahney 
and its core team, CBCI intends to play an 

(L-R) Suresh Kalmadi, chairman of the Games Organising Committee, 
Harshpati Singhania, President FICCI, Dr Amit Mitra, Secretary General FICCI, 

and Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Co-Chairman of CBCI.
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SEMINAR ON FOREIGN TRADE POLICY

Vikramjit Sahney participated in the National Seminar on “Foreign Trade Policy” as key speaker at FICCI in New Delhi with 
Mr. Anand Sharma as Chief Guest, a day after the announcement of the comprehensive new Foreign Trade Policy on 28 
August 2009.  The seminar was well attended by  fraternity from different sectors of industry involved in foreign trade 
including pharmaceuticals, garment & commodity export, publication houses, inter-state trade, tourism etc. 

Speaking on the occasion, Sh. Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce & Industry promised that the figure for foreign 
direct investment for current fiscal year would match that of last year which was about $27 billion.  He was upbeat about 
India being an attractive destination for foreign investments.

Addressing the eminent guests present in the seminar, Vikramjit Singh Sahney  applauded the new policy by 
acknowledging that the policy is well balanced with short term and long term vision providing a good road map for the 
development of India’s foreign trade for next five years.  The key aspects have been addressed very realistically with 
emphasis on transaction costs, investment in infrastructure, diversification of export markets for products like textiles, 
leather, gems & jewellery and focus on thrust markets of Africa, Latin America & CIS countries.

(R to L) Sh. Anand Sharma; Sh. Rafeeque Ahmed, Vikramjit Sahney & Sh. Amit Mitra 
interacting with ‘Industry’ during the seminar

influential role in creating and sustaining an environment in which free-trade and investment flourishes.  CBCI also 
envisages dismantling of the impediments and help the prospective business entities of other countries to find base with 
smoothest entry possible into India.  CBCI shall provide the resource, knowledge and infrastructure support vital for 
aspiring companies abroad to make the most of emerging opportunities in India.  

Vikramjit Sahney welcoming Sh. Anand Sharma, 
Minister of Commerce & Industry

Under the Chairmanship of Sh. Suresh Kalmadi, 
Member of Parliament & Co-Chair Vikramjit 
Singh Sahney, the enormous potential of 
Commonwealth Business Club of India (CBCI) 
was quite evident from the response it received 
during its launch reception at Royal Courts of 
Justice,U.K. on October 29, 2009. 

Speaking on the occasion, Sh. Suresh Kalmadi 
said, “It has been our endeavour to create a 
networking environment for business leaders 
of the Commonwealth and the partnership 
with FICCI will go a long way in ensuring that 
our objectives are met.”

Sh. Harsh Pati Singhania, President FICCI said, 
“We have maintained a lead as the proactive 
business solution provider through research, 
interaction at the highest political level and 
global networking. We are keen to ensure that 
all these core competencies are made available to the CBCI to meet its goals.”

Vikramjit Sahney was upbeat when he said, “This is a huge opportunity to leverage the Commonwealth Games 
2010 to promote seamless synergy between modern sport & business as also to showcase India’s economic 
potential to attract investment & trade from Common Wealth nations and beyond.”  On this occasion, wishing for 
the grand success of the CBCI he said, “Let us raise a toast  for reaching out to the skies  and rule the world - in sports 
and business alike!”

GLITTERING LAUNCH OF COMMONWEALTH BUSINESS CLUB OF INDIA (CBCI)

Seen in the picture are (left to right) Mike Fennell, President Commonwealth Games 
Federation; Harsh Pati Singhania, President, FICCI; Sharon Bamford, UKIBC; T.S. Darbari; 
Joint D.G. OC Commonwealth Games, Suresh Kalmadi, Chairman, Commonwealth Games 
2010; Dr. Gill, Min. Sports & Youth Affairs; Patricia Hewitt,Chair, UKIBC & Vikramjit S. 
Sahney, Co-Chair, CBCI.
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ECO SIKH – A RESPONSE TO GLOBAL WARMING & CLIMATE CHANGE

As an endeavour to make the world greener, Sun Foundation under the chairmanship of Vikramjit Sahney sponsored the 
launch of “ECOSIKH” in India- a response to global warming & climate change in association with The Sikh Council on 
Religion and Education (SCORE), Alliance of Religions and Conservation (ARC) and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP).  The event was organized at India Habitat Centre in New Delhi on July 4 with a commitment to 
strive towards ecological balance in terms of energy use and incorporating environmental education into our daily lives 
and to forge new paths towards creation of a sustainable & eco-friendly planet.

The event was well attended by an august gathering that included Dr. M.S. Gill, Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports, Justice 
Kuldeep Singh, Sh. Tarlochan Singh, MP, Olav Kjorven, UN Assistant Secretary-General and UNDP’s Director of 
Development Policy, Dr. Rajwant Singh, Chairman of SCORE, Victoria Finlay of ARC besides Heads of various NGOs and 
representatives from religious bodies.  Speaking on the occasion, Vikramjit Singh Sahney said, “The community is 
committed to save Planet Earth which is the gift of life from God. We believe that threat of climate change and 
global warming must not go unchecked. It is sad that we politically battle over caste & forget about the issues that 
threaten our very existence or development issues.”  He also observed, “We have inherited this planet earth from our 
ancestors and have responsibility to  hand over the same to our younger generation in its revitalized and re-energized 
state”.  He observed that the environment is changing around us all the time and we can only expect "Hell on Earth" if we 
do not take any action now.  It is our responsibility to reverse the trend by not polluting the environment any further.  

Dignitaries on the dais

With H.E. Governor, Arunachal 
Pradesh & Former Chief of Army 
Staff, General (Retd.) J.J. Singh.

VIKRAMJIT SINGH SAHNEY
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT, WORLD PUNJABI ORGANIZATION

With Ms. Ruby Dhalla, Member of 
Parliament, Canada

FELICITATING PUNJABI PARLIAMENTARIANS 
World Punjabi Organisation (WPO) under the leadership of its International President, Vikramjit Singh Sahney, hosted a 
felicitation ceremony in honour of Union Ministers and Members of Indian Parliament from Punjabi community for their 
invaluable contribution. The event was organised on 6th July 09 at Hotel Le-Meridien, New Delhi.  It was well attended 
by distinguished parliamentarians, entrepreneurs and media.  Dr. M.S. Gill, Mrs. Priya Dutt, Mrs. Harsimrat Badal, 
Dr. Rattan Singh Ajnala, Shri Ravneet Singh, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal, Shri Tarlochan Singh, Shri Naresh Gujral, 
Shri Sher Singh Gubaya were among the members of parliament who graced the occasion with their benign presence 
and were felicitated by the august gathering.   The event provided a befitting platform for discussing the challenges that 

Under the dynamic leadership of Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney , World Punjabi Organisation completed ten 
years of its journey since inception. The main 
objective of WPO is to foster social ,cultural and 
economic bonding  among Punjabi community 
living in  over 100 countries of the world, 
irrespective of caste , creed or religion. It has 
undertaken over 100 projects to create such a 
bondage and unite Punjabi NRIs with mainstream of 
India and promote the rich heritage and culture of 
Punjab.
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our country faces today .  The honourable parliamentarians presented their vision on how to combat the challenges and 
tackle the burning issues for a growth oriented country that is surging ahead with sustainability. 

On this occasion, there was a screening of a documentary film highlighting the projects & events that WPO had organized 
in last one decade.  Speaking on the occasion Vikramjit S. Sahney urged the parliamentarians to be united on issues 
concerning the development of Punjab & Punjabi Youth.  He also advocated for a Heritage Centre to be opened in 
Delhi for preserving the glory of heritage & culture of Punjab and take it to further greater heights.

Vikramjit Singh Sahney welcoming & felicitating Punjabi Members of Parliament.

RAJA RAM MOHAN ROY AWARD FOR VIKRAMJIT SINGH SAHNEY 

Vikramjit Singh Sahney was the first recipient of Raja 
Ram Mohan Roy award for women upliftment 
presented by All India Poetess Conference(AIPC) at 
its “Decade’s National Mega Convention-2009”.  
AIPC founded ten years ago by Dr. Lari Azad is the 
biggest literary organization of elite women of India 
with members from several countries.  AIPC started 
its historic Mission with internationally acclaimed 
litterateur and educationist and Millennium’s 
greatest poetess Amrita Pritam, film lyricist Maya 
Govind, Padmashri Padma Sachdev, Padmashri 
Prabhjot Kaur and Jnanpeeth Awardee Indira 
Goswami.  Several Governors, Chief Ministers, 
Union & State Ministers and celebrities from art & 
culture joined in through its journey towards 
upliftment of women, social, cultural awakening of 
women, development of feminist affinity and above 
all National integration through literature.

While accepting the award, Vikramjit Singh Sahney said that AIPC is a unique organization where Indian culture is 
revealed in poetic tradition.  He lauded the joint efforts made by its members towards empowerment of women through 
literature and also taking the society to lingual harmony.  He also acknowledged the efforts of the organization in 
bringing fame & glory to the Nation through cultural elevation.  The highlight of the event was the role of “Vikramjit 
Singh Sahney as a catalyst “when he inspired more than 2000 women present on the occasion to pledge solemnly to do 
their utmost to ‘SAVE THE GIRL CHILD’,  the most burning issue that our society faces today. 

M. Kharge Union Minister for Labour & P. Jain Union Minister for 
Rural Development & Mauritian Ambassador felicitating Patron V.S. Sahney



Maharaja Ranjit Singh Trust  chaired by Sh. K S Bains & Sh. Vikramjit 
Singh Sahney as Secretary General organized the 5th Annual Sher-e-
Punjab Maharaja Ranjit Singh Memorial Lecture on ”Changing Face 
of Indo-American Relations” by eminent diplomat & scholar Dr Abid 
Hussain at India Islamic Cultural Centre which was presided over by 
Dr Ashok K Chauhan, Founder President Amity Education Group.

Dr Abid Hussain eloquently covered the evolution of Indo-American 
relations as they developed progressively in various phases since 
India's independence. Sh. K.S. Bains, Chairman of the Trust 
highlighted various aspects of the Trust. Vikramjit Sahney while 
moderating the question answer session in his inimitable style 
highlighted the contribution of Indian diaspora in strengthening Indo-
US ties.
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Mr. Salman Khurshid, Minister for 
Minorities invited a delegation of leaders of 
Minority Communities of Delhi where Sh. 
Vikramjit Singh Sahney, International 
President – World Punjabi Organisation was 
also invited. Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney 
expressed the concern that Sikhs are not 
being treated as a minority by the 
Government in terms of its welfare 
programmes.

Vikramjit Sahney urged upon the Hon’ble 
Minister that Ministry of Minority Affairs 

should immediately launch schemes for economic empowerment of Sikhs 
belonging to poor communities like Raj, Lubana and Banjara Sikhs. He also 
recommended that Govt. should allocate 5 acres land for establishment of Sikh 
Heritage Centre in the capital as nothing of this sort exists for Sikh community 
where rich and vast cultural heritage of Sikhs can be portrayed. Vikramjit Sahney 
also suggested that scholarship for poor Sikh students for higher professional 
education should be introduced on priority by the Ministry.

(R to L) Vikramjit Singh Sahney and other 
prominent Sikhs with Mr. Salman 
Khurshid, Hon’ble Minister for Minorities.

It was a tribute to rural India when Sun Foundation 
sponsored the “Felicitation of Leaders with Rural 
Touch”. The function was organised by  Krishi Jagran & 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industries on 6th 
August, 2009 at Constitution Club, New Delhi.

The function, attended by elected representatives of rural 
areas and officials connected with Agricultural Industry 
was aimed at highlighting the problems and difficulties 
faced by the rural farmers and to bring it to the focus of 
the concerned ministries for remedial measures. The 
function was graced by   Sh. Farooq Abdullah, Union 
Minister for New and Renewable Energy. Rising to the 
problems faced by farmers of India,

Vikramjit Sahney said, ”Although there is need for 
increased productivity but remedying bottlenecks 
from farm to market is of high priority. Therefore, efficient logistics & increasing production — through 
affordable credit, power and fertilizers is the key to prosperous farmer and to achieve GDP in double digits.” He 
emphasized the need for having ‘Kisan Kendras’ to provide seeds, fertilizers, pesticides at reasonable prices and 
guiding farmers on most suitable crops & optimum usage of fertilizers based on soil testing. 

SHER-E-PUNJAB MAHARAJA RANJIT SINGH MEMORIAL LECTURE

Sun Foundation sponsored Breast 
Cancer Awareness & Detection Camp 
in District Bathinda, Mansa and 
surrounding villages. The camp was 
inaugurated on 14th Sept., 09 by 
Mrs. Harsimrat Kaur Badal, 
Member of Parliament.

FELICITATION OF LEADERS WITH RURAL TOUCH

MR. SALMAN KHURSHID, HON’BLE MINISTER FOR MINORITIES 

INVITES PROMINENT SIKHS OF CAPITAL
BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS & 

DETECTION CAMP

Vikramjit Sahney moderating the question-answer session

Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Minister of New & Renewable Energy expressing 
his views
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SUFIANA ANDAAZ-HANS RAJ HANS & VIKRAMJIT SINGH SAHNEY

An initiative of Delhi International Art Festival & Sun Foundation

S p o n s o r i n g  a  
signature annual sufi 
e v e n t  w a s  y e t  
another endeavour 
of Sun Foundation, 
under the Chairman-
ship of Vikramjit 
Singh Sahney, in its 
c o m m i t m e n t  
towards promoting 
the unparal le led  
cultural heritage of 
Punjab.  The ‘Sufi 
E v e n i n g ’  w i t h  
performance of eminent singer Hans Raj Hans & Vikramjit himself was 
hosted on 10th October 2009 at Hotel Ashok Amphitheatre, Chankyapuri, 
New Delhi. 

The open air theatre was packed to capacity for this key event as Great Sufi 
Master, Hans Raj Hans enthralled the audience with his powerful yet 
emotional voice.  Music lovers got the treat of lyrics of Shiv Battalvi, Shah Hussain and several other sufi saints through 
the intoxicating rendition from our beloved singers of the evening.

Invigorating Sufi music filled the atmosphere with rich artistic flavour that a music lover would remember for a long time.  
It was a joint effort  of Sun Foundation & Delhi International Art Festival, both committed to propagating music that 
touches human lives in a manner that gives exaltation to the whole being and fulfils the life within. 

An exhilarating fervor ran through the audience when Vikramjit Singh Sahney was also requested by the maestro to 
perform.  When Vikramjit Singh Sahney sang the notes of ‘Kamli Yaar di Kamli’, Hans Raj Hans too came down to sit with 
the audience completely engrossed in the singing of  Vikramjit Sahney like the rest of the audience.  

On this occasion Vikramjit also appealed to guests to support the cause of ‘Save The Girl Child’ which is one of the most 
burning social evils of our times.

As Member Council IFA(The International Fertilizer Industry Association, Paris), 
Vikramjit Sahney attended its ‘Enlarge Council Member Meeting’ in Jordan in 
November ’09.  The highlights of the discussion on this platform were Short-Term 
Prospects for World Agriculture & Fertilizer Demand & Global Fertilizer Supply & 
Trade for the year ahead.  In his observations on above issues, Vikramjit Sahney 
stated that it is our moral responsibility to ensure ‘Food Security’ for the masses 
and making available fertilizers at right prices is the key to same.

IFA ENLARGE COUNCIL MEMBER MEETING-AMMAN, JORDAN

LAUNCH OF ASHA KIRAN – TAARE ZAMEEN PAR

A JOINT INITIATIVE OF AWWA & SUN FOUNDATION

It was a moment of glory for Sun Foundation when Vikramjit Singh Sahney 
signed an MOU to start a joint venture with AWWA (Army Wives Welfare 
Association) for a noble project – “Asha Kiran-Taare Zameen Par” 
rehabilitation of differently abled persons above 18 years of age 
belonging to defence and civilians. 

The above project is aimed at empowering the differently abled youth and 
providing a platform for their economic self reliance.  Sun Foundation has 

Mrs Elizabeth Antony & Mrs Kirti Kapoor President AWWA  launching Asha Kiran.
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TERE ISHQ NACHAYA – A PURE BLEND OF HERITAGE & NOBILITY

Vikramjit Singh Sahney expands his horizon in his 
spiritual quest and gives wings to his gifted voice 
by producing his debut album ‘Tere Ishq 
Nachaya’ that was released by Universal Music 
earlier this year.  The launch of the CD was a 
spectacular event with Bollywood stars, Members 
of Parliament, the MD of Universal Music and 
‘who is who’ of Delhi attending the powerful live 
performance by Vikram Sahney. The impactful 
videos of this album credited with best produced 
so far in the field, dominated the visual channels 
the world over for over 4 months being credited 
with slot 3 for almost a month on India’s top ten 
music.

The album ‘Tere Ishq Nachaya’ is an artful 
rendition of classical sufi songs which constitute the best of spiritual Punjabi lore of the highest order. It is a tour of the 
inner voice of soul.  Mainly sung in Punjabi, the songs are effervescent and melodious to the core. The enchanting verses 
were conceived by renowned poets and contemporary writers like Bulleh Shah, Waris Shah, Shah Hussain and Shiv 
Batalavi.

The press has received the album with great appreciation and enthusiasm.  English, Hindi, Urdu & Punjabi newspapers 
have published raving reviews of this album.  The electronic media did not lag behind with almost all important channels 
having interviewed Vikramjit.  Various radio channels such as Radio City, Fever 104 and Red FM have been airing the songs 
from the album like ‘Tere Ishq Nachaya, “Kamli”,  and remix of Kamli

The Punjabis abroad, particularly in U.K., U.S., Canada and Australia have shown great eagerness 
in this new venture of Vikramjit.  The enthusiastic reception of the album places Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney as an achiever in yet another field. 

Vikramjit’s philanthropist nature is reflected truly elucidated in his commitment to yet another 
social issue of “Saving The Girl Child” as he decided to make use of this talent in singing to bring 
out an album and dedicate the album as well as proceeds of the album towards this noble cause.  
His Mantra in life  which he follows solemnly is “Work is worship and charity is the path to 
nirvana’ 

been running a vocational training centre for a few years 
where it provides a platform to train young adults with 
disabilities who can and want to work.  Already, more than 
100 youth have benefitted from the training that has been 
imparted to them in fields of Textile Designing & Fabric 
Artistry; Graphic Designing, Paper Craft, Personality 
Development etc..  Sun Foundation is committed to help 
these young adults to secure a job and earn their own living 
and in turn feel valued and have a sense of purpose in life.

V S Sahney with 
first batch of 

"Tare Zammen Par"

"KALGIDHAR" VIDEO by Vikramjit Singh Sahney

Vikramjit Sahney has brought out a heart touching video in his own voice on 
Guru Gobind Singh Jee  who sacrificed his father Guru Teg Bahadur Jee 
and his four Sahibzadas for the sake of Indian civilization & peaceful co-
existence. The video has been well received and widely appreciated.

Ms. Sushma Reddy, Jimmy Shergil, Dr. M.S. Gill, Shreya Sharma, Vikram Sahney, 
Daler Mehndi, Mrs. M.K. Sahney, Ms. Sheeba, Daizy Sahney & Shefali Talwar at 
launching of "Tere Ishq Nachaya".


